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agreements. A child agrees to fulfil certain obligations, which are
written down and signed by himself. At the end of the week he
brings the agreement out to his teacher, who will mark each item
according to his fulfilment. The friendliness and comradeship
that always exist between the Soviet teacher and the children
usually bring forth the truth. An agreement of a nine-year-old
boy which I saw contained such clauses as: not to be late for
school, to listen to his elders, not to fight, to come to school
clean, not to talk during lessons (while the teacher is talking).
Another child may make a mutual agreement with his father.
He will undertake to do his lessons well while the father must do
his work well in the factory. At the end of the period the agree-
ment is brought before a committee, which judges of its fulfil-
ment.
Socialist competition is another aid to discipline. One group
within the class will challenge another to carry out certain
duties or to undertake the achievement of certain tasks. The
competition may be between classes or between schools. There
have been occasions when all the schools of one district have
challenged the schools of another district.
Shock-brigadism is yet another method of obtaining
discipline. The children are encouraged to enrol themselves as
shoek-brigaders. As such they have to achieve 100 per cent
fulfilment of work and behaviour. Bach pupil has a book, which
goes on the classroom wall, in which he puts down his percentage
of achievement. All these methods are creative and not repres-
sive, and the results generally are successful. When a child does
not respond to these methods, the school psychologist is called
in to help. An enquiry into home conditions is followed up if
necessary by examination of the child, and the treatment is,
accordingly, either improvement in the home conditions, removal
to another school, or removal to a special school.
Stronger than all the above measures in a disciplined regime
is the children's self-government or self-activity. Though the
sphere within which the children may work has been curtailed,
there is ample scope for the expression of all the energy and